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1702 South Jefferson St.
Athens, AL 35611

www.cinemagictheatre.net

Friday, August 21st &
Saturday, August 22nd

DOUBLE FEATURE
AT THE DRIVE-IN

Gate opens at 7:15pm for

Bill & Ted
Face the Music (2020 PG-13)

PG13 | 1h 32min
7:45pm

Gate reopens at 9:25pm for

Harry Potter and the
Order of the Phoenix (2007)

PG13 | 2h 22min
9:35pm

Tickets are $6.00 per person
Buy only one ticket for both movies

Indoor auditoriums and Drive-In

are available for private rentals!

For inquiry, email

cinemagictheatre@bellsouth.net

OBITUARIES
Obituaries and death notices are published by The 

News Courier after they are received from funeral homes 
that are in charge of arrangements. All obituaries and 
death notices are available in print, e-edition and at 
enewscourier.com. A complete obituary may include 
information about the deceased’s family, career and life. 
Obituaries and photographs are published in print and 
online for a cost. Full obituaries are published as ap-
proved by funeral homes and families.

County       
arrests 

The Limestone County 
Sheriff’s Office report-
ed the following arrests 
Thursday and Friday:
• Kelsie Dawn Hyer, 20, 
5000 block Cole Street, 
McKenzie, Tennessee, sec-
ond-degree possession of 
marijuana and possession 
of drug paraphernalia (Ala-
bama State Troopers)
• Jessica Ashley Avalos, 
30, 2000 block Northeast 
Epworth Drive, Huntsville, 
speeding, DUI (alcohol) and 
driving without a license 
(Alabama State Troopers)
• Diego Ramos, 23, 1000 
block North Madison 
Street, Athens, ICE hold
• Jesse Dale Lewter, 34, 
22000 block New Garden 
Road, Elkmont, third-de-
gree domestic violence 
(menacing)
• Byron Gene Gordon, 49, 
20000 block Mooresville 
Road, Athens, first-degree 
receiving stolen property
• Kimberly Jaharda Carde-
nas, 29, 16000 block 
Huntsville-Browns Ferry 
Road, Athens, probation 
violation on previous 

charge of possession of 
drug paraphernalia

County thefts
The Limestone County 
Sheriff’s Office reported 
the following thefts Friday:
• TONEY — U.S. currency 
valued at $400 stolen 
between Aug. 25 and Aug. 
26, 27000 block McKee 
Road
• HARVEST — White 1996 
Dodge Ram valued at 
$5,000 stolen between 
Aug. 25 and Aug. 26, 
7000 block Love Branch 
Road
• ATHENS — Copper wire 
coils valued at $450 sto-
len between Aug. 25 and 
Aug. 26, 14000 block Gro-
ver Drive
• ATHENS — White utility 
trailer valued at $6,500 
stolen Aug. 26, 27000 
block Thach Road
• TONEY — Toshiba L875D 
laptop valued at $500 sto-
len Aug. 20, 28000 block 
Bethel Road

City arrests
Athens Police Department 
reported the following ar-

rests Thursday and Friday:
• Gregory Scott Johnston, 
46, bond revoked on previ-
ous charge of DUI (alcohol)
• April Dawn Lalonde, 31, 
fourth-degree theft of 
property and attempting 
to elude
• Raul Mendoza Jr., 21, 
third-degree domestic 
violence (menacing) and 
third-degree domestic vio-
lence (criminal mischief)

City thefts
Athens Police Department 
reported the following 
thefts Thursday and Fri-
day:
• Washer and dryer com-
bination valued at $250 
reported stolen Aug. 26, 
1000 block Mason Street

ARREST REPORTS

ASA speaks on internet access

NEWS COURIER/J.R. TIDWELL

Several officials gathered Wednesday at the Athens-Limestone County Public Library to greet members of the Alabama 
Supercomputer Authority. ASA CEO Walter Overby spoke of the importance of having fast and reliable high-speed in-
ternet access in rural counties like Limestone. ASA helps monitor and make sure internet access is up and running at 
many institutions like the library. The group also provides supercomputing power for outside projects like recent work 
done by the University of Alabama in Huntsville on creating a COVID-19 vaccine. Among the visitors were Cary Hill, 
ASA’s director of education and outreach, Sen. Tom Butler, R-Madison, Rep. Danny Crawford, R-Athens, and Athens 
Mayor Ronnie Marks. Also pictured are members of the library staff, board of trustees and foundation.

Stevie Wayne Pullum
Stevie Wayne Pullum, 60, of Moulton, died

Wednesday. Visitation was 6-8 p.m. Friday, at Lawrence

Funeral Home. The funeral will be 11 a.m. Saturday at the

funeral home. Burial will be in Corinth Baptist Cemetery.

Helen Gora Taylor
Helen Gora Taylor, 78,

of Smithville, Tennessee,
passed away Thursday
night, August 20,
2020. She was born
April 7, 1942, to her
parents, the late
George Washington
and Stella Lou
Green Gora.

In addition to her
parents, she was
preceded in death by her
husband, Robert Taylor;
two brothers, Hugo and
Louis Gora; and sister,
Amy Hartsell.

She was a member of the
Covenant Baptist Church,
and worked at Texas Boot
and Federal Mogul.

She leaves to cherish her
memory one daughter,
Keisha (Jeff) Norman, of
Murfreesboro, Tennessee;
two grandchildren, Lesley
Lane and Maximus Nor-

man; three siblings, George
"Buddy" (Judy) Gora, of
Crossville, Tennessee,

Berta Merolli, of
Plum, Pennsylvania,
and Barbara Carter,
of Irwin, Pennsylva-
nia; aunt, Janette
Abernathy, of
Athens, Alabama;
uncle David
(Shirley) Green, of

Athens, Alabama; several
nieces, nephews and
cousins.

The family chose a direct
cremation and a memorial
service was Monday, Au-
gust 24, 2020, at DeKalb
Funeral Chapel with Bro.
Michael Hale officiating.
Her cremains will be buried
later with family in Athens,
Alabama.

DeKalb Funeral Chapel
was in charge of the ar-
rangements.

1 dead, 1 injured in fatal 
Limestone County wreck

BY JESSICA BARNETT

jessica@athensnews-courier.com

An Athens woman was killed and her juvenile 
passenger seriously injured in a wreck Wednesday in 
Limestone County.

The wreck occurred around 4:40 p.m. at the inter-
section of Snake and Shaw roads, about 2 miles west 
of Athens, according to the Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency. Joanna Danielle Blankenship, 21, was driving 
a 2002 Dodge Stratus and was struck by a 2006 Ford 
F-150.

Troopers said the passenger, who was not identified, 
was airlifted to a hospital for treatment. The driver of 
the Ford was not injured.

Troopers continue to investigate the accident.

Signing a guestbook allows the family 
to know their loved one touched your life.

A small gesture that can offer 
comfort and solace to the family.

LET THEM 
KNOW YOU

CARE. 

Man indicted in sale of ‘homemade’ cancer drugs
BIRMINGHAM (AP) — An Al-

abama man has been indicted on 
charges he manufactured home-
made and untested cancer drugs 
in his kitchen and marketed them 
to “alternative-medicine doctors” 
in the U.S., Mexico and elsewhere, 
according to federal prosecutors.

Patrick Charles Bishop, 54, was 
charged with conspiracy and near-
ly three-dozen other fraud-relat-
ed counts in the purchase, man-
ufacture and distribution of drug 
products that were never been 
reviewed or approved by feder-
al regulators, the U.S. Attorney’s 

Office for the Northern District of 
Alabama announced Wednesday.

Prosecutors said Bishop claimed 
the drugs, which contained a com-
pound he purchased from a Chi-
nese manufacturer, were effective 
cancer treatments. He sold them 
to holistic cancer treatment centers 
and other clinics for use on pa-
tients, the U.S. Justice Department 
said.

According to the indictment, 
Bishop purchased the compound 
for $600,000 and “repeatedly as-
sured” the manufacturer he would 
only use it for research purposes. 

But prosecutors said that instead,
he and others used the ingredient
to make homemade suppositories
in nonsterile facilities such as his
kitchen in Birmingham, and at a
warehouse in Pelham.

Bishop was also charged with
fraudulently introducing adulter-
ated drugs and misbranded drugs
into interstate commerce, fraudu-
lently obtaining pre-retail medical
products, creating false documen-
tation and knowingly possessing
and trafficking in pre-retail med-
ical products obtained by fraud,
according to the indictment.


